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A ReUthn 
Concerning the Qjxick-RWcr Mines inVx\\xX\% (dmmunkated bj 
Dr. Edward Brown 5 €0 firmipg as well the Acc^mft for- 
merly given of that (t$hlcB^ w Numb, 2. cf the/eTrmkdi^ 
^^s^ as enl^rgirg the f^me with feme Additions, 

THe TovTfi of Idria/m the County of f7wVi4 and Province of 
fri0liy is feaced low# and encompafs'd wi-h Hills on all 
fides, A River of the fame name runs by it, which <'^Ithough 
Ledndro temts it [uftrbisftmo fif^me d'Jdr/a, yet I found fmall 
and fhaHow at the time when I was there ; though upon plenti- 
ful Raine it proves (ufficient to convey down the Firr-Trees 
and other Wood required in the building of the Mines, and alfo 
for Fud required in the fervice of them ; And to this end there 
is an handfome work of Piles made floaping athwart the River 
(after the fame manner as I obferv'd in Nmfcl in upper Hun-^ 
gary aoCs the River GrsnO to Jftop the Trees, which arc cue 
down, ^nd caft into the River above this place. 

What is chiefly confideiablc in this Town, are the ^ick^ 
filver-Mlnts^ very well known to the Neighbouring parts, and 
exceeding ufeful to many at greater diftance. 

The entrance into thefe Mines is nor high,oruponanHiIl,as 
in many other Mines •, but in the Town it fclf, whereby they arc 
fomewhat the more troubled with Water, againft which they are 
pit)vided with many excellent Engins and Pe vices ^ as at other 
deep Mines^ The deepeft part of the Mine from the cntrance^is 
between 120 and 130 fathoms, 

O^ theQuick-filver of this Mine they make two forts ; The 
one they call //^;{?^/r4m, that is, r/r^/V^-Qiiickfilverj theother> 
//4/;? Qgickfi'ver. yirgin-M^tcmy tlieycall that, which dtfco- 
vers itfelf without the help of FiiC 5 and is either plainly to be 
feen in the Ore, or falls down in little drops in the Mine, and 
fometimes ftrt^ms out in good quantity*^ as about fevcnycais 
agoe it tan out of the Earth at fiift in a (Ireame as fmall as a 
thted, and afterwards, as big as a packnhred,but ceasM in three 
or cudayes. 

li.at alfo is accounted r/rj/^.-Q^ickfilver, which, having no 
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need to pafs the fire , is feparated by water firft in a SIve, and af 
tcrvvardsin a long trough , having very (mall holes at one end. 
So that there are in a manner two forts of r/>^/> Mercury •, the 
one, running out and difcovering itfelf without labour s theo- 
thcr, requiring fome way of Extra(5lion and reparation^ though 
not fo high an one , as by Fire, 

JP/4/>^Quick{Ilver they name that, which is not at firft per- 
ceived by the Eye , or rails from the Ore, but is forcM out by 
Fire. And tliis they obtaine out of the Ore , or out of the Cia- 
naber of Mercury^ which they digg out of this Mine. The Ore 
of this Mi»»eis of a dark colour, mix'd with red. But the beft 
is an hard ftone 5 which they commit not prefently to the opera- 
tion of the 'ire , but powder it gro&ly, and work it by the Sive^. 
that fo^if any r/Vg*/;?- quick filver be found in it , it may be fepa- 
rated in this manner , and what doth not pafs the Sive , maybe 
feparated by Fire in Iron- furnaces 5 Fifty of them in a Fire. 

TheQuickfilver-oreofthis Mineisthericheftot allOres^ I 
have yet feen*, for ordinarily it contains in it halfeQ^kkGiWQv^ 
and in two puts of Ore onepartof Quickfilver^ and fometimeS' 
in 3. parts of Ore, two parts of Qij"ckfiiver. 

I went into the Mine by the Pitt of St. j^gatha ^ and came up 
again by that of St Barnard, defcending and afcending by Lad- 
ders, lafcended at one of^jpjtaves or 8p. fathoms. AndrC'^ 
Of Sifer us yln Kirchcrs Mmd SuktrraneHi^ makes fuch a dread- 
ful defcription of this Mine, that ic might difcourage any from 
attempting the defcem 5 which makes me doubt. Whether he 
had been in any other Mine , efpecially where the defcenc is made 
by Ladders. 

This Mine, I was inform'd^ hath been wrought soo.years^ 
about the ntmefpice of time with iV(^2^/^/-vl!ne,but ;.omMTiuch 
fliort iatime of the Silver- mine at Schcmnitzs and much ihor- 
ter yet of the notable U^d-mines in upper Carmhia Some 
hundreds ot men are employed about this Mine ot/<^r/4 > of which 

the chief Officers aie the 'prefect 5 the Controller ^ and tb 
Jiidge. 

I heard nocomplaint of the Vamp of this- Mine, aslhav 
heard of divers others? Yet th;- woi' men are fufficiently mifchie- 
T d witi.oac them : for.^ xhough they be not fuddunly fufccared^ 
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yet the Mercury getting into their Bodies, they are languiililng^ 
ly deftroyed by it. Much lefs could I hear any news of eith e 
fiOKious or innocent Apparitions , FirmcuU &c. fuch as (()me 
w: ite 5 and many calk of in other Mines. 

In a Laboratory, where the Qaickiilver is feparated byFire,l 
favv an heap of 16000. Retorts of Iron 5 everyone of which cofts 
a Crown at the belt hand from the Iron-furnaces in Carmihia. 
There are 8co. Retorts and as many Recipients employed to- 
gether, in drawing overt he Quickfilver in 16. Furnaces^ joja 
each Furnace, 25. of a fide ^ 12* above, and ij. below of 
each fide. 

^une 1 2, when I was there, they carried out 40. Saumes oi 
Q^ickfilver into forrain parts , each Saum^ containing 5 15, pound 
weighty to the value of40o ducats of Gold, Though thecon- 
veyancc be not eafy , yet fome is fent as farr as Cremmtz in Hun^ 
gary y for t!ie ufe of the Gold-mines ; and very much carried a- 
way South ^ard. For, though the R ver by the Town be but 
fmall, yet they are not very farr from the sontius ox Lyf^nzo^ a 
confiderabie River, which runs into the GyxMoiTriefte in the 

In theCaftle I faw 3000 Saumes of Qjiickfilver tog ther , in 
barrels*, the Qiiickfilver being firft made up in double leather: 
And inanotherhoufeas much rich Ore, as can be diftiU'd in 2. 
years 5 except they have great plenty of rain to bring down the 
wood . bur, the Hills being high about thenijit fnows at the tops 
of them oftncr than it rains. 

The Countrys^ through which I pafsM , are Angularly well 
wooded , and well ftord with fair Trees , wherein, beiidc fuch as 
grow with us in England , are (lately Firrs, Lurches f ^ineSyPinaf- 
terSy Pic€a% and that nobly crifped and wellgrain'd kind of ^f- 
r<rr,whercof ritf/j and Vhlim are made: Whereof there is alfo 
plenty in the Country of Sdkzhrg and CarimhU. 

Travelling fometimes in the night, we had continually about 
us a great number of large Glm-worms , which put into papers 
gave a dimm light like Candles in Lanthorns-, and the Aire al- 
io full oi flaming Flyes , affording fome delight to us. 

The way unto th s place I found difficult 5 for, travelling from 
places on the borders o^ Croatia by Lo^itch^ I was faine t^pafs 
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over great mountains , and coming from it , I pafsM over Sivan- 
zenberg or the Black mountain , from whence I defcended lo. 
miles in a rocky Country ^ and farr more ftony thanthe: Crau or 
Campus lafidvff^ in Vrovence% and fo to Aidofchini and Geritia , 
and leaving tn^ScUvoman behind •, cntred into the Lingua Ful- 
Jana^ and fo onto this Noble and incomparably fortified City; 
where being yet uncertain , whether I fliould go to renUcy I 
would not omit to prefent you this accorapt, which I befeech 
you to accept from &c. 

Falma nova in FriuU June 1 5. 1 66^. 

An Aaomftfrorv the fame Dr. Browa 

Comerning an yn-comntcn Lake ^ called the T.\xdmtz^X'S^?^^» 
Carniola, 

HAving aofs'd the River Dravus^ andpafs'd MomtLui- 
bcl in the Carnick Alfes , by that noble paflTage , cut 
through the Rooks , and vaulted like that o( Paufilype nca: Na- 
ples 5 I had a defire to take a view of the Lakeoi zirdmtj::. , f o 
much fpokenof, and written on byfo fewi and therefore I 
wtntnmoCramhrg upon the River Savus, ^nd fo to Labach ^ 
thQ chid City o( Car mola*^ from whence I continued my Jour* 
ney in Carniola betwixt the Hills and a great Marfh , till I came 
to Broumz.za, two leagues from whence and beyond the Hills 
is feated the faid Lake , receiving that name from zirchmtz^ a 
town of about 300. houfes^ 

This Lake is near two German Miles long , and one broad. 
On the South-fide thereof lyes a great Forrcft , wherein are 
many Deer , and wild Boares , Wolves and Bears. On the 
North fide the Country is flat ; but the whole Valley is eBCom- 
paflfed with Hills, at fome diftance from it. 

This Lake is well fiU'd with Water forthe grcateft part of the 
Year 5 but in the Month of ^une it finketh under ground,not on- 
ly by percolation or falling through the pores of the Earth, but 
retireth under ground 5 through many great holes at the bottom 
of it : And in the Month of September it returns by the fame, and 
fo in a very fliort time fills up the Valley again. 

As the time of the waters Defcent is ihort , cfpecially when 
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